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Queft. 1. Hat's your Opinion of Reading or fee- 
ing Plays, wmbetber Corttedy or 
Tragedy ? 

Anlw. \We are not ignorant with what Zeal and Fer- 
vour the Primitive Fathers ipweighed againft all Plays 
in general, efpecially the being prefent at ‘em; nay, 
thev generally held chat in the very Form of Bapti{m, 
the pzrion Baptiz’d did exprefly renounce ‘em as inclu- 
ded under the Pomps and vanities of this wicked World. 
Tho it maft be confefs'd that moft of their arguments 
rather bear again(t cheir feeiag, than reading ‘em, ( for 
we are pretty fure St. Paul himfelf read ‘em, becaufe 
he quotes ‘em, ) and befides, re(peéted ’em as Sacrifi- 
ces to Idols, being a part of that worfhip which the 
Denms of the Gentiles requir'd to be paid ‘em, and 
very accestable no doubt ic was unto ‘em. Now this 
not holding of our Afotern Plays, though often zealout- 
ly ure’d againit ‘em, we muft look out for fome o- 
ther Reafons which may make the feeing ‘em unlawful ; 
for thatchey are fo, ’tis not only che Opinion of W711. 
Pry, or the Diffznters, but of feveral excellent Divines 
of the Caurch of England now living. The Reafons 
which feem tous of any weight, that are brought a- 
gainft em, are, their generally reprefenting Vice to gra- 
poicaly and lively, drefling icin all the Colours of Khe- 
torick, and {weets of Fancy and Language ; and on the 
conrary not only ftripping Virtue of all her Beauries but 
rendriagz hernot only deform’d,but what's worfe,ridiculous 
and contemptible saad the many Oaths and Curf-s,which are 
ftuck almoft as thick in our Afodern Plays, and indeed in 
almoft all others, as inan Ivifh Oration: Both which are 
firch dangerous incitements toVice and Irreligion,that we 
know not how to recede from their Opinion, who 
think moft of che prefent Plays unfit to be feen, and 
not very fafe to be read ; efpecially our Comedyes, which 
for the molt pirt dvercus with Vice inftead of Hu- 
vaue. cive us but coo exaét a Picture of che Age, 
andto omit others, repretent all forts of Intemperance, 
either as no Crime at all, or as Crimies fo fmall, 
that they deferve not to be taken notice of. And this 
run: through moft of the Plays that ever yet came to 
eur Kiowledg>. However, ’tis urgd on vother fide, 
chat thefe Inconveniencies are not Effential to Plays, 
becaufe hey are not in all Plays, nay not in all Come- 
dies: That ifthe Tubles were turnd, Vice rendred ri- 
diculous and odious, and Virtue amiable and lovely ; 
and where opprels'd fora while, yet at laft profperous 
and happy, or at Jeaft triumphing in miéfery, glorying 
in its Sufzrings, and even in Death a Conqueror; in 
thefe Circumftances, mone cou’d be againft ‘em with 
any jut reafon, fines we find the Drama uied even in 
Sacred Writ, fiace it can be no Crime to recommend 
Virtue in Verfe more than Profe, nay, it has there a 
great advantige; and fiace it can be no greater a faule 


te give thofe moral Arguments a livelier turn, by fit- 
ting fich perions to’em, as may properly and grace- 
¢uliy recite “en. If therefore inftead of making che 
Drimt an Inare of I fz, we call’d it, Aa Inu of what 
isinictbie in Life rearefenced as imisable ; and fo onthe 
contrary, there cou'd none fure be Enemies to it who 
iadertood themfelves. And fuch it wou'd be, were 
the Abbor H delins Model only to be follow’d ; but were 
it once browgit into chat Form, we doubr the Play- 
houfe worrd !99n be as mach out of requeft as the Church- 
es, avdthe prize of a Play be lower'd to Sixpence as well 
as that of a sermon. 

Qieft.2. 4 Tung Wonsn, who "tis not queftion’d is in 
the nttin Coat enouzh, yee being unmarried, gives great 
Encourasement to a Min whois mirried 10 4 Crofs ugly 
O11 Won that be heres, atd whom-he does not dwell 
with, thonzh be alivws het a bandjome maintenance: Se 


keeps him Company, veceives ge from him, and ie 
ftrongly prefumd he promifes Marrieze wher his Old 
woman dyes, atid will no doubt never attemps ber Chaftity, 
er do any thing knowingly to leffen her Reputation. Is be- 
lieu d they Love one another fo much, that they are fo blinded 
a notto think their keeping Company, though known to ma- 
ny, is {candalous, or that they are laugh'd at for it: Prag 
your Fudgment as to the honefty of the matter, and bow these 
Friends may awaken them out of this ftupidity ? 
Anfw. There are two Queftions grounded on the 
matter of Fat; the former, what, we thiak of the 
Honefty of fuch a Corre(pondence ? The latter, how co 
convince thofe who maintain it, of the {canda] :¢ 
Gives to others. To the former we reply, that we 
neither chink it prudent nor honeft : If it gives Scandal, 
and may have worte effeéfs, it can’t be prudent ; nor 
can it be honefé either on the Mans part or Womans, 
Tis difhoneft te make a Contract for a fecond Wife 
while the firft is living 5 nay {uppoting they come not fo 
far as a formal Promife, to give that Love to her which is 
due to his Wife, notwithftanding thofe three difpleafing 
Qualicies,Uglinefs,Age, and Ill-humour,fince for Deformi- 
ty and Agethey are not Faults, becaufe not volunta- 
ry ; and for fowrnets of Temper, ‘tis almoft as infepara- 
ble from Age as Deformity, being a fort of Deformity of 
the Mind, as the other of the Body. Befites, its very 
probable his behaviour to her has given occafion for 
her being out of Humour: For to crofs the Cudgels; 
fuppote his Old Wife fhou’d dye, and he marry this 
Toung one, ic may be his turn then to grow old, and 
muft expect the infeparable Infirmities of Old Age as 
well as others, and wou'd he then take it kindly thou’& 
his Young Wife find her a Young Gallant, give him Pre- 
fents, keep him Company, and promife him Marriage 
as foon as the Old man was grown a little colder, and 
in the mean while civilly turn him out o' Doors, or 
put him abroad to Nurje, without evet coming near 
him ; and wou’d not this be enough to fpoil all his good 
Humour, if he had any left 

This tor the firft Queftion, the honefty ot the Corref- 
fondence: Now forthe method how cheir Friends may 
convince ‘em of the Scandal thereby given; and here 
we know no better a way than our old one, fend each 
of "em one of thefe Mercuries, and it muft needs open 
their Eyes, ualeds little Cupid has made ’em as blind.as he 
himlelf is. | 

Quielt. 3. Whether Kiffes and chaft Embraces may be ad- 
mitted into that Friendfhip between different Sexes, which 
you bave formerly mention’ d ? 

Anjw. Hold, good Mr. Platerique ! nota Lips breadth 
farther, till you have antwer’d rhefe Quejtions, out 
of which you may make a fhiftto pick a Kefolurion of 
your own. 1. Becautfe all agree there are no Sexes ia 
Souls, dye thinkthere are none in Bodies? 2. Or are 
you Marble ? 3, Or is your Friead of the fame {ub/tance, 
or kin to St. Francis’s Wife of Snow: If not, Hands 
off, unlels enpaffant, as you may embrace or falute a 
Sifter or a Neighbour. 

Queft. 4. A Gentlewsman forcd by her Guardian 10 
marry one fhe never libed, Steals eut after Dinner, and mare 
ries one fhe bad long entertain'd as her Servant, who beds 
Le? immediately: Query, whofe Wife is foe ? or can the 
Prime Marriage obiige ber 10 live with him fhe loves 
not ? 

An{w, Many an unhappy Marriage is thus made, and 
Young Perfons ruin’d by the Treachery and Covetoutre{s 
of Guardians, which its pity canbe no way remedy'd. 
But in the prefent Cafe, the Lady took an effectual 
Courle; though methinks the Day before had been much 
betcer than an hour after, if fhe had any notice of hig 
D:fign, However, if fhe were really torc’d by her Guar- 

dram 


éian to d@ what the did, there was hardly fe much 
asthe Permsli:y of a Formality in the ficft Obligation, 
though even that fhe ought not 5 have fubmitted to ; 
and for her Old Servant; he was refely'd to make fure 
work, and is much of the better fide of the Hedge. 
If then the former Marriage, (or rather Ceremony ) 
be null and void, as we think the Force.makes it, the 
fecond muft neceflarily remain good, and the my A 
muil be his Wife, whom fhe was refoly'd to make fo 
fure ? 

Queft. . Two Gentlemen having lately contracted an in- 
timate Acquaintance, the one was defired by the other to de- 
liver a Letter toa Gentlewoman for whom he bad a great 
MY cZion, 10 reafon the Cale with her, and to bring him an 
Anfwer, which he did, but not to his Friends fatisfadtion, 
for phe was very pofttive, and {aid {he'd have nothing to fay 
to in; he receiving this Anfwer by his Friend, went bim- 
felf and veturn’d “with the like fuccefs, infomuch that he 
defprir'd of ever prevailing with her, fince which time the 
other Gentleman has made his Addreffes to her, and has 
acquainted bis Friend bow far he bx proceeded: But he's 
very much oFended, fays ‘tis treacherous and ungenerows, and 
that he bis tran{ere{s’d the Rules of Friendfhip. You are de- 
fired fpeedily to give your Opinion in the master ? 

Anjw. The mifchiet is, that very few of thefle Love 
Oueries will keep cold ; they are all for fo much {peed 
that they crowd out one another, and we fee no way 
to avoid it, particularly in this, we know not but the 
Friends may have fought and run one another through 
the Lungs half a dozen times before our Anfwer comes 
to unite ‘em: However, if Battle and Murder has not 
yet follow’d, we hap. this may prevent it, at leaft do 
fo in any other fuch like occafion: For which end we 
reply, that we muft confefs our felves of the rejected 
Gentlemans fide, and think his Friend has neither dealt 
handfomly nor generonfly by him, and need appeal ro 
further than to his ownThoughts,whether he'd have taken 
it kindly himfelf had the other fo fupplanted him > With 
defgn or without at firft, is not the Cueftion; for 
his Friend employ’d him, he was a Truffee for him, he 
of all the World ought not to injure him in an Affair 
offo tender a Concern. Its true, there are not many 
asthe World now goes, that wou’d {cruple fucha pitce 
of Treachery, efpectally it for their advantage ; however, 
we muft not ftate the Rules of Friendfhip by cuftom, but 
by Generofity, Juftice and Reafon. 

Queft. 6. I was fometime fince contratted to a Lady of 
Beauty, Wit, and reputed Virtue, but a little before the time 
appointed for Marriage, I found ber my felf in Bed with a 
Toung Fellow, and have no room to doubt of ber difhone/ty : 
The Query is, whether I'm now bound to perform my Con- 
aradt ? 

Anfw. No certainly, unlefs you have a fancy to be 
Chronicled for a Contented oe, fince had you bin actually 
marry'd, this Crime had diffolv’d the Contract, much 
more when ‘twas before Con{ummation. 


uefe. 7. A Perfon reafonably wel! qualified in one courfe 
of Study, which he has addicted the moft part of bis Life 
te, but withous any other qualification of Breeding, or Lear- 
ning whatfoevcr; is pujfiup with an injufferable Pride, in- 
fernuch as so defpife and affiont lis Acquaintance, tho in 
general they are of better Fortune, Quality and Learning than 
himfelf : Query, bow prudentislly to bring this Man to 4 
true Kaowledze of himfelf, and to right Reajon? : 
An{w. The End of Learning is the Good of Society, 
the real happinefs of the Perfon that enjoys ic; and what 
ith ft, fuch a ufe of ixas uch tiwhedges it tole tributaryto the Atm 
Shor of ali Knowledge. Now every Learned Man either does or 
does not anfwer thele ends ; ifthe firft, he has Learn’d 
in vain, and who can’t be afham’d of fuch an egregious 
Folly : If the laft, ‘tis what he has receiv'd by a Me- 
@iate Chain of Cautes, which Heaven had ty'd fuch 
and tuch Effects to, and if fo, the old Rule is good, 
eQuanse Dostior es, sano se geras Submiffius, which Max- 
?m is founded on chis Realon, Shou’d any Man defpite 
his Neighbours, becaufe he's a greater Debtor to God 
Almighty than they are? .—This will convince your 
Sriend it he is not a hater of thinking; if he be, he is 
paft recovery. 
Queft. 8. Gentlemen, you fay that the Numbers2, 1, 2 
es and$ are in an inverted Proportion: I cannot fee 


that they axe in any Properties, sith Diril; tniwty; 


duplicate, Trible, or any esther, unlefo im «4 ion in. 
ver{e te all Reafen and Truth; and shorefore I defre to know 
hew yon make them what you affert,ortbat yeu would neverexpole 
your Ignorance te theWorld, which in my Opinion vou bave [uf 
ficiently done in fundry Re{pette in the Queft. above menrisna * 

Anfw. Pray Sir dowt be angry ull you look upon 
the laft Number again, aud fee whether it be a decj- 
ma! Fraétion or no, as well as half che third; after. 
wards try again whether the Numbers are not pro- 
portionable according to the Rule of Three Inverfe, i¢ 
they are not, we are Fru fumfonum, &c. if they are, 
we thank you for your Generotis CorreQion ; bur 
being confident of the firft, we. have this to tel] you, 
tnat as.reversd Letters iuppofe a reverie Sence, fo 
fome Abufes are Panegyricks. A Univerfal Praite is 
the greateft Scandal in the World. 


G3. The Queftions concerning PunchyCards,Books write 
ten by a Perfon of Quality,Corns, Religion,Cheefe, 
Tripewomans Daughter, Marriages without L1- 
cenfe, Penurious old Hunks, why we call a fingle 
week a Sevennight, and 2 weeks a Fortnight, what 
was the Ceremony ufed at the Baptj{m for the dead, 
whether the Lords Day be of Divine Infticution, 
and whether Bull-baitings, ¢c. fall according to 
our promife be anfwer'd next Saturday, together 
with all chofe mention’d jn our laft Mercury, thae 
fo by anfwering all Queftions whatever we may 
reader our Undertaking perfect. 


We having receiv'd 2 Ingenious Poems, one from a 
Perfon Aged and in Love, the other concerning 
Eve in Paradice, both which are unhappily loft, 
We defire the Gentleman wou'd be at the trouble 
to fend ’em again ; and the fame favour we defire 
from a Gentleman at Darby, as te two or three 
Queftians in Profe concerning the Eternity of the 
the World. 


We had here according to owr Promife inferted our 
Project concerning the Nataral and Artificial Rari- 
ties of England, and other Countries, but that fe- 
veral Ingenious Gentlemen ( well skill'd in thofe 
Affairs) generoufly offering to contribute their 
affiftance therein, upon which account, that the 
faid undertaking may be the more ferviceable to 
the publick, we deferr the publication of til] nexe 
Tuefday. 


= ans ae 


Abbertifement, 


_ 6 THE Gareteer’s or Newfmans Interpreter: Be- 
ing a Geographical Index of al] the Confiderable Cities, 
Patriarchthips, Bifhopricks,Univeriities, Dukedoms, Earl]- 
coms, and fuch like s Imperial and Hance Towns, Ports, 
Forts, Caftles, ac. in Kurope. Shewing in what King- 
doms, Provinces, and Counties they are in; to what 
Prince they are now iubjeét ; upon, or nigh what Ri- 
vers, Bays, Seas, Mountains, oc. they ftand ; their di- 
{tances ( in Englifh miles ) from feveral other places of 
Note, with their Longitude and Latitude, according to 
the beft and approved Maps. Of {pecial Ufe for the crue 
underftanding of al] Modern Hiftories ot E urepe, as well 
as the Prefent Affairs ;and for the Conveniency of cheap- 
neis and Pocket-Carriage, explained, and Abreviations 
and Figures. By Lawrence Eachard, A.B. of Chrifts Col- 
ledge in Cambridge. London Printed for Tho. Salisbury at 
the Kings Arms next St. Dunflans Church in Fleet-sireet. 
Price bound 2 s, 


*." There is juft now Reprinted Mr. Smithies of Crip- 
flegate’s Book on the Sacrament, entituled, The Uawor- 
thy Non-communicant :the 34. lmpreffion, withthe ad- 
dition of Prayers before and after the Receiving ot the 
Saciament. 


*.* Some Reflections upon the fhott confideration of 
the Defence of the Exceptions again{t the Theory ofthe 
Earth, by E. #. M.A. BothSold by Fobu Southby at the 
Harrow in Cornhill. 
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